" We are somewhat more than ourselves in our sleep, and the slumber of the body seems to be but the waking of the soul. It is the litigation of our sense but the liberty of reason, and our waking conceptions do not match the fancies of our sleep."?Sir Thomas Browne. Religio Medici, Part II. p. 206. Dreams are continuous thought. They form a state connecting two periods of more perfect attention, vigilance, and responsibility, during which there occurs a repetition, a recombination of former impressions, and occasionally such a condition of consciousness as appears a discovery and a development. In this state all the ordinary or normal processes and laws of thought maybe detected ; modified by the suspension or enfeeblement of the operation of the external senses, and of that attention which the impressions upon these senses rouse and sustain in activity; and indirectly, by the physical condition which induces and accompanies sleep so long as that continues.
There are, then, two aspects of dreaming; the features in which it agrees with, and the features in which it differs from, the ordinary operations of mind. In investigating the former, in place of inquiring whether dreaming be a function or the interruption of a function, whether an active operation or a momentary passivity, it is important to consider how far analysis has established identity or similarity of action, and how far inquiry has been gravely and scientifically applied to the subject at all, either by personal self-examination, or That to the eye and ear we are constantly indebted for defining our inchoate conceptions, for supplying deficiencies, and indicating errors in our reasonings, the experience of all men can vouch. The evidence of the blind man as to colour, of the leprous man as to touch, the deaf man as to sound, may be consulted ; and the result will afford insight into the state of that mind from which, during sleep, all these aids are in whole, or in part, withdrawn : and as to the inconclusive judgments, the improbable events, the distorted recollections, and disturbed feelings which constitute the stuff that dreams are often made of. by a friend with whose voice he had become familiar. One time they conducted him through the whole progress of a quarrel which ended in a duel; and when the parties were supposed to have met, a pistol was put into his hand, which he fired and was awakened by the report. On another occasion, they found him asleep on the top of a locker in the cabin, when they made him believe that he had fallen overboard, and exhorted him to save himself by swimming. They then told him that a shark was pursuing him, and entreated him to dive for his life. He instantly did so, and with so much force as to throw himself from the locker to the floor, by which he was much bruised, and awakened of course. After the landing of the army at Louisburg, his friends found him one day asleej) in his tent, and evidently much anno}red by the cannonading. They then made him believe that he was engaged, when he expressed great fear, and showed an evident disposition to run away. Against this they remonstrated, but at the same time increased his fears by imitating the groans of the wounded and the <3ying; and when he asked, as he often did, who was hit, they named his particular friends. At last they told him that the man next to himself in the company had fallen, when he instantly sprung from his bed, rushed out of the tent, and was roused from his danger and his dream by falling over the tent-ropes."* happened that the dreams which prevailed during insanity have reappeared after the re-establishment of health.
